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Kent County Report
Lt. Governor Addresses County Lead Task Force
Lt. Governor Brian Calley, Chair of Michigan’s Child Lead Poisoning Elimination
Board, discussed his work in addressing the Flint Lead Crisis with the Kent
County Lead Task Force meeting on Wednesday, July 19, 2017.

“What we are trying to accomplish is to move
our system from a reactive system to a
proactive system,” Lt. Gov. Brian Calley told the
Task Force. “When it comes to eliminating this
contaminant from every corner of our State, this
is a tall order. There is no easy way or cheap
way to deal with it. It is going to take disciplines,
multi-level strategies from the local through
partnerships at the federal level in order to
make this happen.”
Lt. Governor Calley also announced that the
Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services issued a “Request for Proposals” for community organizations to
provide residential lead hazard control services to Medicaid Children’s Health
Insurance Plan (CHIP) enrolled residents. Grants up to $1,500,000 are available
for qualifying cities, counties, or consortiums to provide lead hazard control
services. The Healthy Homes Section of MDHHS hopes to fund up to six
agencies to provide these services.
Board Chair Jim Saalfeld formed the Kent County Lead Task Force in September
2016 to investigate the issue of lead in Kent County and to seek solutions to
address and reduce lead poisoning in children. Chaired by Commissioner Emily
Brieve and Vice-Chair Senita Lenear (Commissioner, City of Grand Rapids), the
Task Force includes more than a dozen community leaders, health experts and
housing specialists. Four out of five homes in Grand Rapids, and nearly three
out of five homes in Kent County, were built before 1978, the year lead was
banned from paint.
Lead poisoning can cause permanent, irreversible damage to many organs,
including the heart, brain, and liver. It’s also linked to lower IQs, hyperactivity,
and aggressive behavior. The Kent County Lead Task Force report should be
completed by the end of the year.

Kent County Parks
Volunteer Services Annual
Fall Clean Up!
After all the summer fun, our
parks could use a little TLC.
Join a team of volunteers this
fall to help support a favorite
Kent County Park site before
winter weather arrives!
Projects include tree planting,
landscape support, invasive
species control, trail clean up,
seed harvesting and more!
Visit
kentcountyparks.org/volunteer
or call 616.632.7842 for details.
Thank you to all of the
volunteers who support Kent
County Parks!

Training Starts Soon for CASA - Court Appointed Special Advocates Program
At any given time, nearly 1,000 Kent County children live in foster care because
they have been abused or neglected at home. Without warning, they find
themselves living in a stranger’s home with unfamiliar people, experiencing a
whirlwind of appointments with social workers, therapists, and lawyers. They may
feel betrayed, confused, or like they have no voice.
CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) of Kent County is a nonprofit
organization empowering volunteers to advocate for abused and neglected
children by giving them a voice in court. CASA recruits, screens and trains everyday
citizen volunteers to advocate on behalf of one foster child or sibling group whose
lives are being managed by the child welfare system. When a judge appoints a
CASA volunteer to a child’s case, the volunteer develops a consistent, emotionally supportive relationship with the
child, getting to know them and their needs. The volunteer gives the judge insight into the child’s life and become
the child’s voice in the court proceedings.
What can you do to help foster children in the community?
•

•
•

Volunteer: Become the voice of a child. Training is held four times a year, with the next one beginning in
October 2017. If you are interested in learning more, come to an Info Session at noon on September 12, 2017 at
the Grand Rapids Community Foundation.
Donate: It costs about $1,250 per year to advocate for one child in foster care.
Spread the Word: Reach out to others who are passionate about helping children and encourage them to learn
more about helping our community’s most vulnerable.

If you have questions or would like to learn more, please visit www.CASAKentCo.org or call 616.632.5311.

October Waiver Program Could Help Many Avoid Jail
The Kent County District Courts will hold a one month waiver program for
those with outstanding criminal and/or traffic warrants for non-compliance
with a Court order of fines, fees, Court costs and any outstanding traffic and/or
parking tickets that have gone into default or suspension. This program will be
in effect from October 1, 2017 through October 31, 2017. This new Kent
County District Courts waiver program is an opportunity to comply with Court
orders by settling debts without further penalty or incarceration.
The Courts will guarantee that those who make payment in full will not be
incarcerated and will waive all Court-imposed late fees and/or warrant fees
except for the $45 license suspension reinstatement fees. If someone is unable
to pay in full but makes a significant payment with an approved payment plan, they will not be incarcerated
(however their suspension will not be lifted until paid in full). If there is non-compliance of the approved payment
plan, the warrant will be reissued. Payments must be made by contacting the Court directly for further information.
Cash, money orders, or cashier’s checks will be accepted (no personal checks).
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Community Development/Housing Merges with Community Action Agency
The Board of Commissioners approved the merger of the Area Community Services and Employment Training
Council’s (ACSET) Community Action Agency (CAA) and the Kent County Community Development/Housing
Commission this morning. The newly formed department will operate as “Kent County Community Action,” putting all
staff and resources under one roof to better serve the community.
County and CAA staff researched and evaluated the potential of combining and aligning resources of CAA and Kent
County’s Community Development/Housing Commission over the past 18 months. In March 2017, the Board of
Commissioners authorized staff to proceed with necessary steps for the County of Kent to be designated as the CAA
for Kent County, and present necessary requests for approval and transfer of CAA programs and assets to the County.

ACSET’s CAA provides weatherization services, utility shut-off protections, food distribution, senior services and more
to low-income clients in Kent County. The Kent County Community Development and Housing Commission staff often
work on similar projects, programs and customers that align. The new department will be led by Susan Cervantes, the
associate director of the CAA since 2013. She brings nearly two decades of experience and proficiency to the role,
having served with the CAA since 1998. “We truly believe that the transition of ACSET CAA to Kent County will be
beneficial for our customers and that they will experience services seamlessly,” said Cervantes. “I am thrilled to see us
pull together two teams with a wealth of knowledge who can serve our
clients more effectively and efficiently.”
Kent County Community Action employees will be housed in the Human
Services Complex at Franklin and Sheldon (right) in southeast Grand Rapids
this fall. “This merger brings together staff from two programs that result in
decades of understanding of the resources available to help some of our
most vulnerable residents,” said Jim Saalfeld, Chair of the Kent County Board
of Commissioners. “By bringing these programs together, Kent County is
providing better service at lower costs, thereby serving our communities in a
more efficient manner.”

Foreclosure Prevention Funds Available
Treasurer Ken Parrish hosted a news conference August 24, 2017 alongside
staff from the Michigan State Housing Development Authority and Treasurers
from Ottawa and Kalamazoo counties to promote the “Step Forward Michigan”
program. The federally-funded program helps those in danger of losing their
homes to foreclosure because they can’t pay their property taxes or mortgages.
Participants can apply for no-interest forgivable loans to catch up on their
property taxes, mortgage payments or condominium fees. Parrish estimates the
program has provided Kent County with more than $1.4 million in unpaid taxes.
Statewide, 34,217 Michigan homeowners have qualified for $305 million in
loans since the program began. The program has $40 million available for new
loans to assist around 6,000 eligible households through 2020.
If you or someone you know is struggling financially and facing foreclosure, check out www.stepforwardmichigan.org.
The website also provides a link to information in Spanish.
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Remembering Tom Dempsey, Corporate Counsel

Serve Your
Community Today
The Board of Commissioners is
looking for Kent County residents
interested in serving the community
through appointment to various
commissions, committees and
boards. Apply by completing an
online application form on the
County's website:

You must apply by

September 30, 2017.
Call 616.632.7580 if you
have questions.

Corporate Counsel Thomas J. Dempsey died
August 24 after a brief but courageous battle
against cancer. Tom leaves behind his wife
Karen, children Travis Dempsey, Christine
(Ronald) Kemker and James Dempsey, and
grandson Channing Dempsey. He was 55 years
old.
Tom was hired as Corporate Counsel for the
County in March 2014. He was known for his
wealth of knowledge as well as his ability to break down complex
legal issues for members of the Kent County Board of Commissioners
and staff from the Administrator’s Office.
Board members remember Tom’s enthusiasm and expertise.
“Because Tom and I were both lawyers and engaged in municipal
issues, I felt a special bond with Tom. I am saddened by this loss,”
said Jim Saalfeld, Board Chair. “The thoughts and prayers of the
entire Board are with Tom’s wife Karen and his family."
Tom practiced general municipal law with two different firms before
working as a municipal leader. He served as Village Manager in
Sparta (1996-2002) and City Manager in Portland, Michigan (20032014). “Tom was always genuine, always accessible and had a true
servant’s heart,” said Wayman Britt, Interim County Administrator.
“His experience working in municipal leadership made him a valued
member of our team. My deepest condolences and prayers go out to
his family and staff at this difficult time. I will miss him.”
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Grand Rapids, MI 49503
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Kent County Mission Statement
The mission of Kent County government is to be an effective and efficient steward in
delivering quality services for our diverse community. Our priority is to provide mandated
services, which may be enhanced and supplemented by additional services to improve the
quality of life for all our citizens within the constraints of sound fiscal policy.

