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Kent County Report
New Voting System To Be Used on Election Day
Voters will notice new equipment on
November 7 when they head to the polls.
The County recently took delivery of the
Dominion Voting Systems, Inc. election
equipment. Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Kent
County Clerk/Register of Deeds, met with
local media to show some of the highlights of
equipment on Thursday, October 12, 2017.

Kent County Clerk Lisa Posthumus Lyons
meets with media on October 12, 2017.

"I believe Kent County's new election system is
high quality equipment that offers the assurance
of security and a positive experience for the
voter," Lyons said. "At a time when there are so
many questions about the security of the voting
process, this Dominion system offers reliability and
customer
service.
Its
partnership
with
ElectionSource, an election services provider
located right here in Kent County, also has a
proven track record for first class service.”
Lyons explains new equipment.

The new system includes Dominion’s ImageCast
Precinct, the most widely deployed optical scan tabulator in the world, and the
ImageCast X Ballot Marking Device. This computerized system offers a largefont touchscreen ballot or a voice-ballot for voters who have visual
impairments, providing better accessibility options so all voters can vote
privately and independently.

When the last voter is finished on election night, the new equipment will
tabulate and transmit election results to the County’s reporting software
through a cellular modem, allowing almost instant results, saving time on
getting the final tabulations on election night.
Lyons gathered input from local municipal clerks before ordering the
equipment. They expressed wanting features such as durable machines,
election programming software capabilities, real-time results and high-speed
absentee ballot-counting capabilities.

Board Approves
Mental Health Court
The Kent County Board of
Commissioners accepted
a
$193,000 grant to institute a
Mental Health Court. This
specialized docket substitutes a
problem-solving
model
for
traditional
criminal
court
processing. Staff from 17th
Circuit Court, Network180, the
Sheriff’s Office, Prosecutor’s
Office, Michigan Department of
Corrections and the Public
Defender’s Office developed the
policies, procedures and an
implementation strategy. When
fully operational, the court will
have a caseload of 45 clients at a
time.

This and more news at:

AccessKent.com/News

Health Department Providing Up-to-Date Information on Groundwater Contamination
The Kent County Health Department (KCHD) is handling communications for residents in the Belmont/Plainfield
Township area, making sure they receive up-to-date information regarding contaminated groundwater near a
closed landfill. Perfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) have been detected in groundwater near House Street NE and
Herrington Avenue NE, where Wolverine Worldwide once disposed of sludge waste from the treatment of tanning
wastes. While the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is leading the investigation, KCHD is
offering a supportive role to keep the public informed. Here are several resources on the investigation and
suspected health impacts.
KCHD staff created www.accesskent.com/Health/PFAS/belmont.htm which links to
other sites and fact pages. Residents can also sign up to receive weekly newsletter
updates by e-mailing kcpfas@kentcountymi.gov.
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services and the DEQ established a website
dedicated to the PFAS issue. The website www.michigan.gov/belmont has information
from the State agencies as well as links to local sites.
Plainfield Township also established a website for information and updates at
www.plainfieldmi.org/house-st-ground-water-contamination.html.

Volunteers Plant Native Trees
More than 60 volunteers helped plant native trees at
Millennium Park on Friday and Saturday, October 20 and
21, 2017. Thanks to a generous donation from ITC
Corporation, 200 native tree saplings and seedlings were
planted throughout The Meadows area at Millennium
Park. ITC Corporation, Grand Valley State University, Lake
Michigan Credit Union, Brooksource and Principal
Financial, along with
Master Naturalist project
leaders participated in
the project to support
the natural habitats and
recreation sites of this
beautiful park!
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Purchasing Wins Agency of the Year

The Michigan Public Purchasing Officers
Association (MPPOA) awarded the Kent County
Purchasing Division the “2017 Agency of the
Year” Award at their annual conference. The
award recognizes a group that has completed a
unique or special project or one that has
demonstrated outstanding service to the
procurement profession within the past year.
This award speaks to the dedication of our staff
and the tremendous support our Purchasing
Division receives from Administration, Fiscal
Services, multiple County departments and
WebTecs. Congratulations to the Kent County
Purchasing Division team!

GRR Opens Ford Tribute Room
Officials from Gerald R. Ford International Airport and the Gerald
R. Ford Presidential Foundation, President Ford’s son Steve, and
many others celebrated the official opening of the President
Gerald R. Ford Tribute Room at the Airport.
“Dad would be extremely proud to know that the Foundation and
the Airport that bears his name came together to honor him with
this Tribute Room,” said Steve Ford. “He loved growing up in
Grand Rapids, and it is humbling to know that he will always have a place to be remembered. This is a terrific place for
generations that knew my father to be able to spend time reflecting on the past, but also for future generations to
learn about what he meant to our country and to West Michigan.”
The airport worked with the Foundation to create the exhibit space dedicated to the 38th President. The Tribute
Room is located pre-security as a part of the newly renovated Gateway Transformation Project. The exhibit includes
photos, an aircraft carrier model, displays, and rotating historical pieces; it is open to visitors 24 hours a day.

Kent County is Michigan’s First “Functional Zero Community”
The United States Interagency Council on Homelessness (USICH) signed off as Kent County
being a “Functional Zero Community.” This means current veterans experiencing
homelessness have been connected to resources to secure housing and that future
homeless vets can be assured a plan to secure them housing after it is known they are
homeless. The Grand Rapids Area Coalition to End Homelessness, housing providers,
federal, state, government officials, veterans, and local partners were recognized during
an awards ceremony on September 26, 2017 at Calvin College.
In a letter proclaiming Kent County reached Functional Zero, Matthew Doherty, the Executive Director of USICH,
spoke of the remarkable efforts of the agencies involved. "We are confident that the infrastructure and systems you
have built will ensure that any Veteran experiencing homelessness in Kent County will get the support they need to
quickly obtain a permanent home," Doherty wrote.
USICH and its member agencies have adopted a vision of what it means to end Veteran Homelessness:

1. The community has identified all Veterans experiencing homelessness.
2. The community provides shelter immediately to any Veteran experiencing unsheltered homelessness
who wants it.
3. The community provides service-intensive transitional housing only in limited instances.
4. The community has capacity to assist Veterans to swiftly move into permanent housing.
5. The community has resources, plans, partnerships, and system capacity in place should any Veteran
become homeless or be at risk of homelessness in the future.
Kent County joins more than 50 communities across the country who have achieved Functional Zero.
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UPDATE: Kent County Community Action Launches

ME’s Office Wins Award
The Kent County Office of the Medical
Examiner (ME) received the “Gift of
Life Michigan Donation Champion
Award” on October 26, 2017 for
extraordinary dedication to ensuring
those wishing to donate organs and
tissue are able. Kent County has
referred more tissue donors than any
other county in Michigan.
The Gift of Life Foundation also
provided a $20,000 grant to provide
iPads, software and support plans for
the
seven
Medical
Examiner
Investigators in Kent County. The
grant will allow investigators to more
quickly and efficiently refer organ and
tissue donations to Gift of Life.

Kent County Community Action (KCCA)
became an official County Department on
October 1. On September 29, staff from the
former
Housing
Commission
and
Community Development departments
attended trainings with the staff of the
former Community Action Agency (CAA).
The day included an agreement signing with
Kent County Interim Administrator Wayman
Britt and Jacob Maas of Area Community
Services and Employment Training (ACSET)
Council, the agency that previously had
oversight of CAA. County and CAA staff
researched and evaluated the potential of
combining and aligning resources of CAA
and Kent County over the past 18 months.
CAA provided weatherization services, utility
shut-off protections, food distribution,
senior services and more to low-income
Wayman Britt (upper) and
clients in Kent County. The new department
Jacob Maas (lower) sign
is led by Susan Cervantes, the Associate
KCCA agreement.
Director of the CAA since 2013. She brings
nearly two decades of experience and proficiency to the role, having
served with Community Action Agency since 1998. The new website
is www.accesskent.com/Departments/CommunityAction/.
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Kent County Mission Statement
The mission of Kent County government is to be an effective and efficient steward in
delivering quality services for our diverse community. Our priority is to provide mandated
services, which may be enhanced and supplemented by additional services to improve the
quality of life for all our citizens within the constraints of sound fiscal policy.

