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Administrator/Controller Daryl Delabbio to Retire on June 30 
 

Next month, Daryl Delabbio, PhD will wrap up a career of public service that spans four 
decades. Daryl’s impact on this community is distinguished: he played an integral part 
of the planning and construction of DeVos Place; the creation of the Convention/Arena 

Authority; the creation and growth of the 
Cultural Insight Council; creating the initial, 
and helping to expand/reinvent, County in-
house training programs; managed the 
physical infrastructure of the County (new 
Courthouse, Animal Shelter, and Human 
Services Complex; major renovations of 
Health Department, Sheriff Headquarters, 
the Correctional Facility, MSU Cooperative 
Extension) and much more.  
 

Daryl tackles his work with an energy and enthusiasm that is contagious. “What I 

appreciate was the service element. Knowing that you can make a difference for a lot 

of people. Knowing you are part of something bigger than yourself. Knowing that it is a 

calling, a vocation, not a job,” Daryl says of being a public servant. “Despite the 

erroneous perception of government and government employees, knowing that there 

are selfless, dedicated and committed individuals that earnestly serve our community 

is rewarding.” 
 

In his 22 years with Kent County, the toughest challenges came in the last decade, 

including the significant budget and workforce reductions that took place from 2009-

2012. “The cuts were difficult and somewhat controversial. It got testy and it tried 

everyone’s patience, skill, and ‘metal,’ Daryl recalls. “We managed to survive and the 

organization is better for it. We learned a lot.” 
 

While the process is still underway to search for his replacement, Daryl has been at 

work to help the next County Administrator. “I’ve been making several lists, including a 

calendar of milestones that have to take place on a month-by-month basis, meetings I 

participate in, Boards I serve on, miscellaneous information and the unresolved, 

ongoing, and potential issues the County will be faced with,” Daryl says. “I keep adding 

to the list and have about 12 full pages already! Of course, I will also leave my contact 

information so that if there are questions, I will be available to talk.”  
 

Daryl says the aspect he’ll miss most about his job are the people he’s encountered 

over the years. “I’ll miss interacting with a wide variety of people and projects, and the  

 

(more) 

 Sign Up for Smart911  
 

Kent County residents can 

now sign up for Smart911. 

Create an online safety 

profile for your family or 

household that will allow 911 

dispatchers to obtain critical 

information during an 

emergency.  
 

You can provide information  

such as photos, medical 

history, pets, house layout, 

cell phone numbers and 

more, giving first responders 

information they need 

quickly and efficiently.  Kent 

County residents can sign up 

for free. The secure online 

form takes about ten 

minutes to complete.  
 

To sign up, go to 

www.smart911.com  

http://www.smart911.com/
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Daryl Delabbio to Retire on June 30, continued 
 

variety of problem-solving opportunities that we have faced over the years,” Daryl says.  “We in local government are in 

unique positions to be creative and innovative in looking at problems and issues.” 
 

Daryl’s wife Connie retired from Rockford Public Schools after teaching there for more than two decades. He says Connie 

was excited about his decision to retire. “But then she hasn’t lived with me all day every day in the 40 years we have been 

married; she’s worked; I’ve worked,” Daryl laughs. “Her tune may change after I’ve been with her 24/7 for an extended 

period of time. When I first told my daughters, they didn’t believe me. It was funny that all three said they would believe it 

only when they saw it in writing.” Daryl and Connie have three daughters: Juliette, a high school teacher (Drama, arts, 

history) at Oak Park High School in Oak Park, Michigan; Gianina (Gina) who works at Bulgari in Orlando, Florida; and Laurel, 

a nanny in Charlotte, North Carolina. 
 

Connie and Daryl will do a bit of traveling once they both are retired, including visiting their daughters. “For the first six 

months we will do some traveling and reflection. We have tickets to see “Hamilton” in Chicago and a family vacation 

planned to visit Italy, France, and Spain,” he says.  “I’ve had a couple of colleges approach me about adjunct teaching. I have 

also been contacted by a couple of consultants to do some executive recruitment. I want to relax and see if there is 

anything that I really feel compelled to do, either in a voluntary capacity or on a part-time basis.” 
 

The Kent County Board of Commissioners selected Assistant County Administrator Wayman Britt to serve as interim County 

Administrator/Controller beginning July 1. Britt has been with Kent County since 2004, serving as management oversight for 

the Kent County Health Department, the Community Development and Housing Department, and Veterans Services.   

Nineteen Years of Fiscal Strength! 
 
Kent County historically has been viewed as fiscally sound. And 
according to rating agencies S&P Global and Moody’s Investors Service, 
every year since 1999 the County has received the highest credit ratings 
possible. This year, both agencies affirmed the long-term Triple-A credit 
ratings, marking the 19th consecutive year of this distinction. Credit 
ratings from these agencies are important in allowing local units of 
government to borrow money at lower interest rates, reducing costs to 
the average tax payer.  
 

County Administrator/Controller Daryl Delabbio, who is retiring in June 
of this year, says maintaining these ratings stands as one of his proudest 
accomplishments in his two decades with the County. “It wasn’t easy as 
we had to tighten belts and look at ways to stay financially strong from 2009 through 2013 as the economy struggled,” Delabbio 
said. “We forged ahead and got through the tough times. I feel we are even stronger this year than we were last year. I am quite 
confident that the next Administrator will continue this remarkable streak.” 
 

Delabbio, Board of Commissioners Chair Jim Saalfeld, County Treasurer Ken Parrish, and Fiscal Services Director Stephen Duarte 
met with the rating agencies in New York last week to review the County’s financial situation. “The bond ratings really are a report 
card on the County as a whole. They tell you not only about the fiscal strength of the County, but they also take into consideration 
several other factors like Board and staff stability and cooperation, economic growth, and solid policies,” said Chair Saalfeld. “I 
think the residents of Kent County should feel confident that their elected leaders and staff are delivering services in the most 
effective and efficient manner.” 
 

“We have worked diligently to maintain these ratings because from a dollars and cents standpoint, government occasionally 
needs to borrow money for facilities and other large-scale projects,” said Treasurer Ken Parrish. “Having the highest possible 
rating allows us to pay the least amount of interest possible, in the end saving the public hundreds of thousands of dollars.” 

Meeting with advisors in New York City, April 2017. 



3 3 

Clerk’s Office to Acquire New Voting Equipment 
Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Kent County Clerk/Register of Deeds, recently announced the County 

will purchase new election equipment from Dominion Voting Systems, a provider located here 

in Kent County. Voters will see the new machines starting with the November 2017 election.   
 

"My priority for Kent County's new election system is to provide high quality equipment, the 

assurance of security, and a positive experience for the voter; each of the systems we 

considered would accomplish this in unique ways," Lyons said. "The decision came down to 

the reliability and customer service for which Dominion is known, and its partnership with 

ElectionSource, an election services provider located right here in Kent County, which also has 

a proven track record for first class service.” 
 

While voters will continue using paper ballots to cast their votes, the new system will include 

Dominion’s ImageCast Precinct, the most widely deployed optical scan tabulator in the world, and the ImageCast X Ballot Marking 

Device, a universal voting device that offers a range of accessibility options so all voters can vote privately and independently.  
 

Lyons said input from local municipal clerks was critical in the decision: features, functionality, and durability of the machines; 

election programming software capabilities; training for election administrators and precinct workers; election night reporting 

and real-time results for the public; high-speed absentee ballot-counting capabilities for local jurisdictions; and overall cost.  "I’m 

excited to replace our aging election equipment with a system that both voters and election administrators can rely on," Lyons 

said. "In doing so, we are supporting our local economy by working with a business located in our own back yard." 

Thank You Public Service Employees! 
 

The week of May 7-13, 2017 is designated by Congress as Public Service Recognition Week (PSRW). The Kent County  

Board of Commissioners’ and Administrator’s Offices are grateful for the opportunity to say thanks for all our 

employees do on behalf of our County. We are proud of their efforts and want to recognize them for their dedication. 
 

PRSW has been celebrated since 1985 during the first 

full week in May as a time to honor the men and women 

who serve our nation as federal, state, county and local 

government employees. We are thrilled to recognize our 

employees here in Kent County and plan to go one step 

further. This year, we will celebrate some of our 

departments and leaders with four newly-established 

awards:  

 

• Excellence in Innovation 

• Excellence in Collaboration 

• Excellence in Community Impact 

• Chairman’s Excellence in Action Award 

 

These awards are built around the Performance Measures every department sets annually and goals met for 2016. 

(One additional award for Excellence in Diversity, Equity and Inclusion will be added next year.)  Awards will be 

presented May 11, 2017  at 8:30 a.m. at the Board of Commissioners’ meeting. 
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Kent County Mission Statement 
The mission of Kent County government is to be an effective and efficient steward in 

delivering quality services for our diverse community. Our priority is to provide mandated 

services, which may be enhanced and supplemented by additional services to improve the 

quality of life for all our citizens within the constraints of sound fiscal policy. 

Discover! Is a free and fun outdoor program for visitors of 

all ages that includes a trail walk with hosted nature stations, 
a scavenger hunt, live animal presentations, cool giveaways 
and more! Take a walk on the wild side along the Hansen 
Nature Trail and “discover” more about: 
 
·      Indigenous birds, mammals and pollinators 
·      Native and non-native trees and plants  
·      Unique ponds and wetlands 
·      Local wildflowers and native plants  
·      History and lore of the area 
·      Reptiles, amphibians and birds of prey through live 
presentations! 

  

Saturday, May 20, 2017  
10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Hansen Nature Trail at Millennium Park  
(Corner of Butterworth Ave. and Riverbend Rd. SW)  

Parking is available off 3886 Butterworth Ave SW, Walker, MI.  
For more information visit www.Facebook.com/DiscoverParksEvent 

 

The “Discover!” program is hosted by MSU Extension Master 

Naturalist volunteers with support from the Kent County Parks 

Foundation and community businesses and organizations. Our 

Discover! program fits requirements for Scout merit badges. 

Discover! Millennium Park’s Hansen Nature Trail 

 

http://www.Facebook.com/DiscoverParksEvent
https://www.facebook.com/KentCountyMI/

