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Interim Administrator Wayman Britt on Public Service  
 

Assistant County Administrator Wayman Britt started 

serving as Interim County Administrator/Controller on 

July 1, 2017. Britt has been with Kent County since 2004, 

serving as management oversight for the Health 

Department, the Community Development and Housing 

Department, and Veterans Services. He fills in the role 

Daryl Delabbio (who retired in June) held since 1998. 

Among the accomplishments Britt has overseen:  
 

• Opening the Kent County Human Services Complex, 

housing Kent County Department of Health & 

Human Services, ACSET/Michigan Works and the 

Sheldon Health Clinic in one location in Grand Rapids.   

• Creation of the West Michigan Sports Commission.  

• South Clinic, which merged the Wyoming and Kentwood Health Clinics with the 

My Community Dental Centers to provide services for low income clients.  

• Saving the Kent County Adult Guardianship Program through an agreement 

with Spectrum Health, Mercy Health St. Mary’s, DHHS, Kent County Probate 

Court and Area Agency on Aging West Michigan.  

• The Kent Schools Services Network, a partnership of school districts, 

the philanthropic community, and health and human services agencies, who 

reduce barriers for learning and help students succeed in school.  
 

Britt says serving others is important to him for several reasons. “We are only as 

strong as our weakest link and serving the vulnerable and underserved in our 

community is what I believe I'm called to do,” he said. “Having grown up poor 

myself, if it wasn't for the help that I received from others, I wouldn’t be in 

the position that I am in today. I feel compelled to make our community 

more prosperous and to serve those less fortunate.”  
 

Britt looks forward to the challenges in the future, including work on the County’s 

2018 budget. “I plan to continue the great legacy of collaboration and partnership 

with our public and private partners that we have in this community,” he said.  “I 

see this as a culmination of my professional career and I want to integrate all that I 

have learned to make Kent County even stronger.”       

                  (more on page 3) 

  

Recycling helps the environment,  

and can also make dollars and 

sense.  

 

Recyclables are not garbage; 

they are commodities we can 

sell to be made into new 

products.  

 

For a complete list of accepted 

items (and information on where 

to take hazardous waste and 

other things for disposal) go to:  
 

www.recyclekent.org 

http://www.recyclekent.org
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Michigan DNR Trust Fund Celebrates Pickerel Lake Boardwalk Dedication 
 

The Parks Department hosted members of the Michigan Natural Resources 

Trust Fund at Pickerel Lake on June 13, where construction is complete on the 

900-foot boardwalk. The original structure was built in 1993. After more than 

20 years of bearing thousands of visitors annually across the lake, the old 

boardwalk was losing its ability to float. To maintain and improve access to this 

spectacular park, a decision was made three years ago to replace and improve 

the boardwalk. Fortunately, the Michigan Natural 

Resources Trust Fund could also see the need and awarded the County a $250,000 

grant with similar matching dollars coming from the County. “Here we are – merely 20 

minutes from the hustle and bustle of downtown Grand Rapids - in a park that offers a 

scenic lake, an abundance of wildlife, and a variety of environments to explore,” 

Board of Commissioners’ Vice-Chair Mandy Bolter told the guests (photo, left). “It is a 

great place for fishing – observing nature – or just clearing your mind. Collaborations 

continue to make Kent County a great place to live, work and play.”  

Dental Clinic Opens Near Cedar Springs 
 

The Health Department’s partnership with My Community Dental Centers (MCDC) 

continues to help many in the County who need oral health care and are on 

Medicaid, are underinsured, or have no insurance. In June, the Cedar Springs 

location opened at 14111 White Creek Ave NE, near U.S. 131 and 17 Mile Road. Dr. 

Zachary Brian is seeing patients from Northern Kent County and the surrounding 

area. “Data suggest that access to dental care in rural parts of our County can be 

quite challenging,” said Adam London, Health Officer of the Kent County Health 

Department. “This clinic in Cedar Springs is an important addition to our efforts to 

advance public health throughout Kent County.” The South Clinic location in Kentwood has seen more than 8,500 

patients since it opened in September 2014. Appointments are available by calling 877.313.6232 or online at 

www.mydental.org.   

Kent County Sheriff Recognized as Michigan’s Sheriff of the Year 
 

Congratulations to Sheriff Larry Stelma, who was selected as the first ever 

recipient of the Terrence L. Jungel Sheriff of the Year Award by the Michigan 

Sheriffs’ Association (MSA). The award recognizes a Sheriff who has made 

outstanding contributions to law enforcement and the criminal justice 

profession, demonstrates exceptional service to their community, and has 

contributed to the betterment of the MSA. 
 

Sheriff Stelma began his career at the Kent County Sheriff’s Office in 1972 as a 

deputy at the jail and eventually transferred to the road patrol.  Sheriff Stelma 

was elected in November 2000 and has been re-elected for five consecutive 

terms.  
Terrence L. Jungel (L) presents 

award to Sheriff Larry Stelma. 

http://www.mydental.org
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New Technology Simplifies FOIA Request Process  
 

Kent County continues to make it easier for the public to obtain information 

regarding the work of the County, the official acts of the elected officials, and 

public employees. The County currently processes more than 4,300 Freedom of 

Information Act (FOIA) requests a year. The Corporate Counsel’s Office is 

leveraging technology to enhance efficiency and cost-effectiveness of 

theCounty’s FOIA operations. The online FOIA service allows the public to submit 

requests for public records through the County’s webpage 

(www.accesskent.com/Departments/BOC/FOIA.htm). The public interface lets 

the requestor track the status of the FOIA submitted. FOIA Phase II was launched last month. The new electronic 

system automates the FOIA processing from submission of the request until final disposition. Upgrades will enable a 

faster turnaround in releasing records, uploading records online for requestors to download from their preferred 

device, encryption of confidential records, retention of records, generation of reports, payment by credit or debit 

card, internal communication between the Corporate Counsel staff and coordinators on formal responses, and 

monitoring for legal exposure. On June 15, Assistant Corporate Counsel Sangeeta Ghosh (photo above) along with 

AccessKent vendor Webtecs rolled out the upgraded system for FOIA coordinators who serve  at the Sheriff 

Department, Prosecutor’s Office, Purchasing Division, Health Department, and Animal Shelter.  The new system will 

be helpful in timely FOIA responses, as Michigan amended the law in 2015 giving requestors the right to file appeals 

or lawsuits that can result in increased civil fines, punitive damages, and legal fees and costs to a public body.  

Veterans Services Director Named to State Board 
 

Veterans Services Director Carrie Anderson received an appointment to the Michigan Veterans' Facilities Board 

of Managers by Governor Rick Snyder on June 21. The seven-member volunteer board oversees admissions and 

member affairs at the State’s veterans' homes in Marquette and Grand Rapids. 

Members represent the interest of veterans in advisory and advocacy roles and are 

nominated for board service by fellow veterans and peers in veterans’ organizations 

across the State.  Anderson served in the U.S. Army and previously served as an 

auditor for the Kent County Community Development and Housing Commission. She is 

the president of the Michigan Association of County Veteran Counselors and a board 

member of the West Michigan Veterans Coalition. She holds a bachelor’s degree in 

psychology from Cornerstone University. She will represent veterans and fill the 

vacancy created by the resignation of John Thorhaurer, who now serves on the 

Michigan Veterans' Facility Authority Board of Directors. Anderson will serve the 

remainder of a three-year term expiring February 28, 2019.  

Britt: “Compelled to Help,” continued 
 

When not at work, Wayman enjoys volunteering with the Boy Scouts of America, playing golf, reading, and 

spending time with family. “I am blessed to be married to a wonderful wife, Dinah, and we have seven children 

and nine grandchildren,” he beams.   
 

The Board Chair Jim Saalfeld is leading an Administrator/Controller Recruitment Subcommittee, which will hire a 

firm this month to conduct a national search for a permanent Administrator.     

https://www.accesskent.com/Departments/BOC/FOIA.htm
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Kent County Mission Statement 
The mission of Kent County government is to be an effective and efficient steward in 

delivering quality services for our diverse community. Our priority is to provide mandated 

services, which may be enhanced and supplemented by additional services to improve the 

quality of life for all our citizens within the constraints of sound fiscal policy. 

Inclusive Preparedness Wins National Award 

 

VoiceKent Seeks Your Voice! 
  
VoiceKent (previously known as 

VoiceGR) is a community survey 

offered in partnership with the Kent 

County Health Department. Data 

obtained through this survey will 

create a baseline to determine 

concerns in our community.  

 

Topics include the ability to meet 

basic needs, access to healthcare, 

neighborhood safety, employment, 

education, and racism. Feel free to 

share the link with your family, 

friends and neighbors. The survey is 

available in English and Spanish at 

     www.VoiceKent.org. 

The Health Department’s Emergency 

Preparedness Program learned that it 

will receive the National Health 

Security Award in the “Build and 

Sustain Healthy, Resilient 

Communities” category from the 

National Association of County and 

City Health Officials (NACCHO). The 

award recognizes the Inclusive 

Preparedness Program which 

provides accessible emergency 

preparedness training to Kent County residents of all abilities, 

and familiarizes community preparedness instructors with skills 

for teaching a diverse audience. Based on input from the Kent 

Regional Inclusive Community Coalition, American Red Cross, 

Salvation Army, Medical Reserve Corps, Kentwood Fire 

Department, National Weather Service, and Emergency 

Management, a six-module program was developed to provide 

people of all abilities the opportunity to learn basic emergency 

preparedness to promote resiliency in the community. In the 

three offerings of this program, there have been 36 participants 

who have learned about basic emergency preparedness, fire 

safety, sheltering, weather preparedness, first aid, and hands 

only CPR. Awardees will be recognized during the Grand 

Ceremony at NACCHO Annual 2017 in Pittsburgh.  

https://www.facebook.com/KentCountyMI/
http://www.VoiceKent.org
http://www.nacchoannual.org/

