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Kent County Family Division of the Circuit Court to Hold Annual Adoption Day 
 

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. (Dec. 4, 2019) – The Family Division of the Circuit Court in Kent County —Presiding 
Judge Deborah L. McNabb and Judges TJ Ackert, Christina Elmore, Kathleen A. Feeney, Patricia D. Gardner, and 
Patrick Hillary — invite members of the media to attend Kent County’s annual Adoption Day. Each family is 
scheduled for a half-hour hearing to celebrate an adoption with family and friends. 
 
 Santa Claus will be taking time from his busy holiday schedule to greet each family and child.  
Additionally, the Adoptive Family Support Network (AFSN), Post Adoption Resource Center (PARC), CASA of 
Kent County, Cops Fore Kids, Grand Rapids Police Department, Hug-A-Bear, and RJ from Kent County Sheriff’s 
Office, Canine Unit are just a few of the many organizations participating in this special day.    
 
What:  23rd Annual Adoption Day 
 
Who: Members of the media are invited to attend this event to attend and cover an 

adoption which in turn will educate the public about the adoption process.  
 
When: Thursday, Dec. 5, 2019 · 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. · Hearings are scheduled every half hour 

beginning at 9 a.m.   
 
Where: Kent County Courthouse, 17th Judicial Circuit Court- Family Division · 5th Floor - Court staff will 

escort you to the courtroom · 180 Ottawa NW · Grand Rapids, MI 49503  
 
Notes for news media: 
 
1) Adoption hearings are normally confidential and closed to the public. However, there are usually 

families that are willing to give permission for interviews.   
2) Please be aware that some children became available for adoption because of abuse and neglect. 

Confidentiality will be a priority in those situations.  
3) If a member of the media wishes to attend during a specific period, or if an interview with a Judge is 

desired, it is helpful if the Court is notified prior immediately. The judges, social workers, and families 
have a tight schedule so prior communication is helpful, but efforts will be made to accommodate all 
interested media. 
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