
 
 
 
 
 
Date:     8/12/18      
Complaint Number:  18-139393 
Type of Incident:    Shooting 
Location:   7300 Block of Parle Avenue N.E. Grattan Township 
Authority:   Sergeant Ben Cammenga 
 
 
 
 
Information: 
 
On August 12, 2018 at approximately 1:32 a.m. the Kent County Sheriff’s Office 
responded to the report of a shooting near Parle Avenue N.E. and Woodland Park 
Drive N.E. in Grattan Township. 
 
Deputies arrived on scene and located two victims with gunshot wounds.  Jacob 
Vanenk, a 22 year old male from Lowell, was transported to the hospital with non-
life threatening injuries.  The second victim, Robert Morgan, a 44 year old male 
from Belding, was transported to the hospital where he later died from his injuries.     
 
The person responsible for firing the gun is known and is cooperating with the 
investigation. This incident remains under investigation; however, there is not a 
threat to the public.  Anyone with information is asked to call the Sheriff’s Office 
at 616-632-6100 or Silent Observer at 616-774-2345.  
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Updated information: 
 
The shooting stemmed from a loud party and reckless driving issue that was 
occurring in the area.  Police were not contacted as a neighbor attempted to resolve 
the issue.  The incident later escalated into an argument and physical altercation 
followed by a single gunshot being fired which struck two people.  The altercation 
occurred at the neighbor’s residence who initially complained about the loud party 
and reckless driving.  The case continues to be investigated and will be reviewed 
by the Kent County Prosecutor’s Office when the investigation is complete.  
Further information, including the names of the other parties involved, will not be 
released pending the completion of the investigation.   
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