The Flanagan Farm

Grattan Township, Kent County, Michigan

On April 12, 2006, the 146.3 acre Lloyd and Kathleen Flanagan farm was the second to
be preserved through the Kent County Purchase of Development Rights program. The
Flanagan farm is situated in the Bear Creek watershed and is located in the southern half
of Section 32 of Grattan Township, Kent County, Michigan (see map below). The
property has access to one paved road, Murray Lake, and one unpaved road, 4 Mile. The
Flanagan Farm is a part of a long chain of targeted farmland to be preserved called the
“Parnell Corridor.”

The Flanagan farm was
purchased by Perry and Lena
Flanagan in 1947 and then sold
to LIoyd and Kathleen Flanagan
in 1964. Thisfarm has been in
the family for 57 years and Lloyd
and Kathleen continue to farm it
with their son, David Flanagan.
Lloyd and Kathleen Flanagan
stated, “We want to keep it a
family farm so it cannot be
developed into housing.”

Approximately 75% of the farm
is devoted to agriculture, along with 10 acres of wetland and 24 acres of mixed
hardwoods located around the edge of the property. Approximately 62% of the farm is
located on prime agricultural soilsincluding Marlette, Capac, Houghton, and Owosso

series.

The Flanagan’ s raise beef steers on the property along with corn, soybeans, wheat, oats,
and hay grown in rotation. Lloyd and David Flanagan manage the wooded areas on his
property for timber production according to an informal forest management plan. Deer,
turkey, water fowl, song birds, crows, sand hill cranes, woodchucks, squirrels, and rabbits
have all been seen on the property.

The Development Rights of the Flanagan Farm were purchased for $3,991/acre. Funding
sources for this farm included USDA-FRPP, the Wege Foundation, Grand Rapids
Community Foundation, and the Urban Cooperation Board.
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