
     

KCHD has been in the business of providing health services to Kent County since 1931.  The Health Department is home to nearly 260 
employees including public health nurses, sanitarians, health educators, technicians, public health administrators, and specialized staff 
at the Kent County Animal Shelter. The Health Department operates one main clinic and four satellite clinics located in Wyoming, 
Kentwood, Rockford, and Grand Rapids.  To learn more about KCHD services, visit www.accesskent.com/health. 

 
700  F U L L E R  A V E .  NE,  G R A N D  R A P I D S ,  MI  49503  

                                                                          HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
NEWS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 21, 2014 
 
For additional information contact: 
Lisa LaPlante at (616) 632-7182 or Lisa.LaPlante@kentcountymi.gov 
 

KCHD Releases 2013 Community Health Improvement Plan Report 
 
GRAND RAPIDS — The Kent County Health Improvement Plan 2013 Annual Report is the first 
official and comprehensive report of the progress and recommendations from the 2012 Community 
Health Improvement Plan (CHIP).  The overall goal of CHIP is to make a healthier Kent County.    
 
The Community Health Improvement Plan outlines goals, objectives, and strategies that address the 
top five priority health issues in Kent County.  Data collected from partner organizations and Kent 
County community residents through the 2011 Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA) helped 
identify the priorities. The top priorities include access to affordable healthcare, reduce disparity in 
adequacy of prenatal care, ensure access to healthy foods, and reduce disparities in youth risk and 
protective factors.  
 
The report provides a summary of where Kent County stands in relation to the progress and 
implementation of the CHIP goals, objectives, and strategies.  The annual report demonstrates the 
measurements used to determine if the implementation of goals and strategies are successful in 
benefiting the overall health of Kent County.   
 
 “We need to be sure that the goals and strategies are attainable by 2015,” said Adam London, 
Administrative Health Officer of the Kent County Health Department.  “By streamlining the strategies, 
we are able to make sure we are moving in the right direction. If the community finds it necessary 
during the 2015 CHNA (which is currently being initiated), we could revisit those goals starting next 
year.” 
 
There has been documented progress of strategy implementation since the plan was published in 
December 2012.  After reviewing this progress and available data, the numerous goals, objectives, 
and strategies may be pared down to make the remaining strategies easier to implement and allow 
for better allocation of resources.   
 
A CHNA/CHIP Partner Survey was conducted in late October 2013.   The survey asked community 
partners involved with the CHNA and CHIP processes about their views on the feasibility, resource 
availability, and progress to date.  The survey findings are included in the report. To read the full 2013 
Annual CHIP Report, visit http://www.kentcountychna.org/strategy.html.   
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