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Sandi Frost Steensma Stepping Down from  

Kent County Board of Commissioners 
GRAND RAPIDS, MI – After serving residents in Kent County for the past seven years as Kent County 
Commissioner, Sandi Frost Steensma announced Thursday that she will be stepping down, effective 
February 1, 2014.  Steensma’s term expires in December 2014. Steensma was elected to the Board of 
Commissioners for a term that started January 1, 2007, and was re-elected to three subsequent two-year 
terms. She served as Chair of the Board of Commissioners from January 2010-December 2012.  

Steensma has seen a significant increase in the growth of her business, where she provides strategic 
planning, fundraising, and other project consulting to numerous non-profit agencies throughout the area 
and in other parts of Michigan. In addition to her service with Kent County, she was on the Board of 
Cascade Charter Township as a Trustee for six years, and served for eight years prior to that on the 
Cascade Charter Township Planning Commission. Steensma was recently appointed by Governor Rick 
Snyder to serve on the Board of Trustees for Lake Superior State University. 

District 5 covers Bowne Township, Cascade Township, Lowell Township and part of Caledonia 
Township. “Commissioner Steensma has operated in a bi-partisan manner in the commission chambers, 
while working to maintain the county’s balanced budgets and AAA Credit Rating,” said Commission 
Chairman Dan Koorndyk of the Kent County Board of Commissioners. “She has shown a passion for 
the parks and other programs that make Kent County a quality community, and has worked diligently to 
create a new entity to oversee John Ball Zoo.”   

“Sandi’s leadership during the past seven years has helped keep the County get through some turbulent 
times fiscally,” added Daryl Delabbio, County Administrator/Controller.  “I appreciate her dedication, 
hard work, and commitment to Kent County. She will certainly bring these qualities to Lake Superior 
State University and whatever activities are in her future.” 

“Being able to represent the residents of Kent County, and the residents of my district, has been 
extremely rewarding to me,” said Commissioner Steensma.  “It was a difficult decision to step down, 
but I know this Board will select an outstanding representative to finish my term. Commissioner 
Steensma noted that she was honored to have been a county commissioner for the past seven years, and 
has been humbled to serve the public in various capacities over the past 22 years.  “I am also excited to 
serve in a new capacity and it is an honor to be appointed by Governor Snyder to the Lake Superior 
State University Board of Trustees.” 

The Board of Commissioners has 30 days from the effective date of the resignation to select an 
individual to replace Commissioner Steensma through the rest of the unexpired term, which ends 
December 31, 2014. Individuals who live in District 5 (which covers the areas of Cascade, Lowell, 
Bowne, and a portion of Caledonia) and are interested in applying for the vacancy may do so by sending 
a letter and resume to the Board of Commissioners Office, 300 Monroe Avenue, NW, Grand Rapids, MI 
49503 by February 10, 2014.  
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