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Kent County Homeless Veterans, Families Benefitting from  
Federal Housing Assistance Program 

 
GRAND RAPIDS - As a result of action taken by the Kent County Board of Commissioners at its meeting 
on Thursday, January 23, 2014, the Kent County Department of Community Development and Housing 
Commission has successfully expanded the Veterans Assistance Supportive Housing (VASH) Program in 
Kent County.  This program, funded by grants through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) has grown from assisting 50 veterans to 110 veterans in the past year. 
 
Program participants are referred through Veterans Affairs Medical Centers Case Management Program. 
Criteria for the program are based on the homelessness the veteran is experiencing.  65% of the clients 
are experiencing chronic homelessness (i.e. sleeping outdoors, in rescue missions, in cars), while 35% 
are experiencing transitional homelessness (i.e. staying with friends, relatives, temporary housing). Other 
considerations include families, veterans with disabilities, elderly veterans, and veterans returning from 
deployment. 
 
“This program assists veterans and their families with vouchers they can use towards housing rentals,” 
said Linda Likely, the Director of the Kent County Community Development and Housing Commission. “In 
addition to vouchers, clients receive intensive case management to help them and their families become 
self-sufficient.”  Once a veteran completes the program and no longer needs the housing vouchers, the 
vouchers then become available for another client to use.  The vouchers do not expire. 
 
The growth of this program has been a great success in Kent County. HUD has provided funding to the 
Kent County’s Department of Community Development and Housing Commission to offset added 
administrative and personnel costs. Community Development and Housing Commission recently 
requested the county convert a part-time Community Resources Specialist position into a full time position 
to meet the added workload created by the additional vouchers.  The conversion will not require any 
general fund spending for the county.  
 
To learn more about the VASH Program, contact the Kent County Department Community Development 
Department and Housing Commission, at 616.632.7400. 
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