
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT   

KENT COUNTY OFFICE OF  
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT   

616-632-6257 

NOAA weather alert radios with     

Specific Area Message Encoding            

(S.A.M.E.) are an inexpensive way to 

provide indoor warning for you and 

your family.  The radio is programmed 

to provide citizens with information 

on severe weather events or chemical 

emergencies in their community.  The 

NOAA weather alert radio uses an 

alert tone followed by official           

information about the hazardous 

event.  These radios can be            

purchased locally for about $60 each.  

For further information see the NOAA  

web page at:  www.nws.noaa.gov/

om/nwspub.htm. 

Additional Disaster 
information 
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What does 
that Siren 

Mean? 



SEEK SHELTER INDOORS AND 

TUNE YOUR RADIO OR TELEVI-

SION TO A LOCAL STATION FOR 

OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

Outdoor warning sirens are used 

to advise citizens of possible   

dangers to the community.  Some 

of these events include tornado 

warnings or high wind warnings 

issued by the National Weather 

Service or chemical emergencies. 

What do sirens mean 
when you hear them? 

WHEN ARE SIRENS 
TESTED? 
Local sirens are tested on the 
first Friday of each month from 
April through October at Noon. 

WHERE CAN I TAKE 

The safest place to take shelter  
during high winds or a tornado is  
underground in a basement under 
something sturdy.  If there is no 
basement, take cover in the center of 
the house or building on the lowest 
floor in a small room (such as a bath-
room or closet).  The more walls  
between you and the outside the 
safer you may be. 
 
Residents in a mobile home should 
seek shelter elsewhere at the first 
sign of severe weather.  Contact the 
Park Manager prior to an  
emergency for information on  
available substantial shelters. 
 
If you are in a vehicle when a  
tornado warning is issued, seek  
shelter in a safe structure, ditch or  
ravine away from the vehicle.  Do 
not seek shelter under a highway 
overpass.   
 
If you are out of doors away from 
any sturdy building, lie flat in a 
nearby ditch or depression and hold 
onto something on the ground if  
possible. 

Create a Family Emergency 

DISCUSS THE TYPES OF DISASTERS AND 
EXPLAIN WHAT TO DO IN EACH CASE. 
   1. Pick two places to meet: 
 A.  Right outside your home in  
case of a sudden emergency, like a fire. 
 B.  Outside your neighborhood  
in case you can’t return home.   
Everyone must know the address and 
phone number of this location. 
   2.  Post emergency numbers by the 
phones (fire, ambulance, police, etc.) 
  3.  Teach children how and when to call 
911. 

Create a safety kit, IN-

Flashlight  Food, snacks 
Extra Batteries  Extra clothing 
Bottled water  Canned food  
Towels   Cell phone 
Heavy plastic  Duct tape 
First aid kit  Can opener 

Battery operated radio 


